
This year’s ballot is packed with important decisions – two full pages of candidates and judges up for retention
as well as special taxing districts, school bonds, and ballot measures. The Secretary of State estimates it will
take around 15 minutes on average to complete the ballot. Lines are expected at in-person voting locations.
To ensure you have the time and resources to make informed decisions, now is the perfect time to make a
voting plan. 

Here are some key steps you can take: 

1. Are you ballot ready? 
Check voter registration at vote.gov or beballotready.org - make sure you’re registered at your current
address. Last day to register is October 7.

2. When will you vote? 
If you’re voting by mail, set a deadline to complete and mail in your ballot. Remeber, the postmark deadline
is October 30. 
If you’re voting in person, decide when to visit the polls. Will you vote early or on Election Day? Plan around
work and other commitments to avoid rushing. 

3. Where will you vote? 
If voting in person, know your polling location or early voting center. Make sure to verify the address in
advance and allow time to get there. 

4. Do you know the ID requirements? 
Arizona requires voters to present valid identification at the polls. Make sure you understand the types of
ID accepted. Check ahead of time to avoid surprises. 

5. Have you researched the candidates and issues? 
With such a long ballot, preparation is key. Review the candidates and measures in advance. Resources
like the Arizona Clean Elections voter guide and local voter education sites provide valuable information. 

Make a list of your choices before voting, especially if voting in person, to save time and feel more
confident about your decisions. You can print and complete a sample ballot to take to the polling location.  

6. Remember to sign the verification on the mail-in ballot envelope! 
If you’re voting by mail, remember to sign the return envelope – your signature is your voter verification.
Without it, your ballot will not be counted. It’s essential to double-check. Make sure to return both pages
of the ballot. 

Plan Ahead: Tackle This Year’s Packed Ballot with Confidence

https://vote.gov/
https://elections.maricopa.gov/voting/voter-dashboard-login
https://my.arizona.vote/PortalList.aspx
https://my.arizona.vote/PortalList.aspx
http://elections.maricopa.gov/voting/id-at-the-polls.html
http://elections.maricopa.gov/voting/id-at-the-polls.html
https://www.azcleanelections.gov/voter-education-guide
https://www.azcleanelections.gov/voter-education-guide
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7. Do you know what documents are needed to vote in person? 
When you vote in person, you have to show proof of identity (A.R.S. § 16-579). That means proving two
things: that you are who you say you are and that you live at the address where you’re registered to vote.
Since Arizonans move around a lot and don’t always update their state ID when they do, there are a few
ways to meet this requirement:

List 1: Show a valid government-issued photo ID with your name and the address matching your
voter registration. 
List 2: If you can’t do that, bring two items — such as a utility bill, bank statement, car registration, or
official election mail — with your name and registered address. 
List 3: You can also mix and match: Use a valid photo ID with an outdated address, plus one item
from List 2. 

You can check out the full list of accepted documents at elections.maricopa.gov/voting/id-at-the-polls.html. 
 
Important Election Dates

Oct. 7 – Last day to register to vote. 
Oct. 9 – Early voting begins (ballots by mail or in-person). 
Oct. 25 – Last day to request: 

A ballot by mail. 
Special Election Board assistance (for ongoing illness or disability). 
Special Election Board assistance (for sudden illness or disability). 

Oct. 30 – Last day to safely mail your ballot back. (Or return it in-person at a polling location by 7 p.m. on
Nov. 5). 
Nov. 1 – 

Deadline to vote early in-person (by 7 p.m.). 
Emergency early voting begins for emergencies between Nov. 1 and Nov. 4. 

Nov. 4 – Last day to request Special Election Board assistance (for sudden illness or disability). 
Nov. 5 – ELECTION DAY! Polls open at 6 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. or when the last person in line at 7 p.m.
has voted. If you’re in line, stay in line! 

Why does it take so long to count the ballots?
It’s always taken this long! Election night results are projections from media organizations based on
unofficial vote counts, not the final outcome. State laws vary on when different types of ballots, such as mail
or early votes, are counted and reported, and close races may delay media projections. Final results aren’t
official until November 25, after all ballots have been canvassed and certified. Mail and provisional ballots
take longer to process due to additional verification steps. 

https://elections.maricopa.gov/voting/id-at-the-polls.html
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Here are the steps that happen after election night:
Nov. 6 – Hand Audit of election begins.1.
Nov. 10 – Last day to verify ID for Conditional Provisional Ballots or to correct early ballot signatures.2.
Nov. 21 – County Board deadline to certify county/local election results.3.
Nov. 25 – Official canvass deadline for all federal, state, and judicial offices and ballot measures.4.
Nov. 30 – Last day to contest state election results.5.
Dec. 17 – Electoral College meets.6.

Numbering of Ballot Measures
State law requires that ballot measures be numbered according to four criteria:  

100 Series: Constitutional amendments, whether initiated by the people or referred by the Legislature.  1.
200 Series: Citizen initiatives to create new laws or amend current laws (statutes).  2.
300 Series: Legislative referrals to create new laws or amend current laws (statutes).  3.
400 Series: Local ballot measures. 4.

 
With regard to ballot measures, AACHC and its Board took a public position on two. Read our ballot
arguments:

Statewide Prop 135 VOTE YES -  Public Emergency Prop 135 (see appendix)
Maricopa County Prop 479 VOTE YES -  Transportation Prop 479 (see appendix)

The more prepared you are, the smoother the voting process will be. Every vote counts, and it’s essential to
ensure you have everything you need to participate fully in this year’s election. 

Resources:
https://vote.gov/ - nonpartisan information on voter registration and voting 
https://my.arizona.vote/ - nonpartisan voter information run by Secretary of State – includes polling center
locator. 
 https://www.azcleanelections.gov/voter-education-guide  - leads to multilingual Voter Education Guide and
publicity pamphlet on issues and judges. 

https://vote.gov/
https://my.arizona.vote/
https://www.azcleanelections.gov/voter-education-guide


What’s On the Ballot: Statewide Propositions



Maricopa County has two countywide ballot measures.
Due to the size of the county, the outcome of these
measures will impact the state.  

Pima County is not countywide. 
Sahuarita Municipal bond and 5 utility franchise
measures South Tucson Fire District . 

Check with your county recorder for additional measures. 

Coconino County is countywide.

What’s On the Ballot: County Propositions
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